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Honorable Kay Ivey, Governor of the State of Alabama 
600 Dexter Avenue, Montgomery, AL, 36130 
 
June 20, 2018 
 
Dear Governor Ivey,   
 
I write to you in support of returning Amtrak passenger rail services to Mobile. It is my 
understanding from the Southern Rail Commission that in order for this concept to become a 
reality, you must approve the necessary funding. When you examine the 2018 feasibility and 
economic impact study, prepared by the University of Southern Mississippi, the initial cost of 
returning rail services to Mobile will quickly be outpaced by the benefits. According to the 
report, “For the construction of the railway infrastructures, Alabama’s projected investment is 
roughly $3.02 million ($2.89 million for capital investment from the state of Alabama and 
$130,781 from city of Mobile for station renovation) and that investment leads to an economic 
benefit of $5.48 million to Alabama, a 1.81:1 benefit/cost ratio.”  
 
Economic connectivity of the Gulf Coast is crucial for Mobile to compete regionally and expand 
its economic base. Mobile is a unique city within Alabama and often requires infrastructure 
considerations that differ from the rest of the state in terms of cross-state interconnectivity. 
Amtrak services would connect Mobile to the Mississippi coast and New Orleans, which would 
allow both business travel and expanded avenues for tourism. The new terminal would be 
constructed in Downtown Mobile, allowing for quick access to the Carnival Cruise terminal, 
Brookley Field, hotels and attractions, and the commercial business district.  
 
Returning passenger rail services to Mobile would be another step towards Mobile moving past 
the “city of perpetual potential” and becoming a regional economic center. With the possibility 
of constructing the new I-10 bridge and relocating commercial airline services to Brookley Field, 
the timing of this decision is crucial for the synergy of Mobile’s transportation and infrastructure 
upgrades. This is possible, but only if federal, state, and local officials coordinate their efforts. 
According to a report released today by the Mobile Airport Authority, Mobile would benefit 
greatly from dual passenger rail and commercial airline access at Brookley Field, both of which 
would lead to additional economic recruitment to Mobile and the retention of existing 
businesses.  
 
All of the aforementioned infrastructure projects are located within District 97, and my goal is to 
work with you and your administration to ensure the necessary state funding and support can be 
secured to make these projects become a reality for the people of Alabama. I look forward to 
serving as a strong voice for District 97 in the Legislature and working with your administration 
to find solutions that benefit everyone in south Alabama. I sincerely appreciate your time and 
consideration and look forward to meeting with you soon.  
 

Highest Regards,  
 

 
Stephen McNair, Ph.D.  
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