
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue 
Washington D.C. 20590 

Dear Secretary Chao: 

PHIL BRYANT 

GOVERNOR 

May 21, 2018 

As Governor of the State of Mississippi, I am writing in furtherance of restoring passenger rail service along the 
Gulf Coast. As you may know, the Coast had passenger rail service from 1894 to 2005. However, because of 
the damage caused by Hurricane Katrina, the long distance Amtrak train between New Orleans, Louisiana and 
Orlando, Florida was suspended indefinitely. The Gulf region has gone without any passenger rail service since 
and its absence continues to hurt the communities once served. 

A University of Southern Mississippi (USM) study indicates that there is the potential for a significant economic 
benefit to the State of Mississippi and its residents from increased tourism generated from passenger rail service 
across the Gulf Coast. The restored passenger rail service along the Gulf Coast would service six cities directly 
and over 30 communities indirectly along the 138-mile route between New Orleans, Louisiana and Mobile, 
Alabama. This service will provide jobs, economic development opportunities, and improved connections for 
residents and additional travel options for tourists. If implemented properly, passenger service will not only create 
economic success for the Gulf Coast states but will bring connectivity and build communities. 

I commend the efforts of the Southern Rail Commission (SRC) of beginning the process for the states of 
Mississippi, Alabama, and Louisiana to partner with Amtrak to restore service. The SRC is the only multi-state 
rail compact created by the U.S. Congress and since 1982, the SRC has worked to expand passenger rail service 
across the South, including restoring rail service along the Gulf Coast. I support a coordinated effort between 
SRC along with local, state, federal, and private entities that finds a common sense approach through consensus 
and negotiation that allows for the restoration of passenger service but does not hinder existing freight operations. 

I am very encouraged by the possibilities passenger rail service may provide for Mississippi and the entire Gulf 
Coast. It is my understanding that the Mississippi Department of Transportation has committed to providing 

operating support for the project. I look forward to working with your team and all interested parties in the months 
ahead on this important issue. 

GiiO'r� 
Phil Bryant 
Governor 
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MIKE TAGERT 

NORTHERN DISTRICT 

May 21, 2018 

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue 
Washington D.C. 20590 

Dear Secretary Chao: 

D1cKHALL 

CHAIRMAN 

ToM KING 

SOUTHERN DISTRICT 

The Mississippi Transportation Commission is in strong support of restoring passenger rail 
service along the Gulf Coast. The University of Southern Mississippi has studied this project 
and determined that it will provide significant economic benefits to the residents of Mississippi, 
particularly the ones along the Gulf Coast. To achieve this important economic development 
goal, the Southern Rail Commission (SRC) will be applying for FYl 7 Restoration and 
Enhancement (R&E) Grants Program funding. We support this application as restored train 
service will further the economic recovery of the Gulf Coast region and improve the mobility of 
our residents along the Gulf Coast. This letter is to inform you that we will demonstrate support 
for this project by committing to providing the necessary match for the R&E program for the 
first three years of restored service through some of Mississippi's Congestion Mitigation and Air 
Quality improvement (CMAQ) program dollars, or any other available funds. Thank you for 
your favorable consideration. 

As you may know, the Gulf Coast had passenger rail service from 1894 to 2005. However, 
because of the damage caused by Hurricane Katrina, the long distance Amtrak train between 
New Orleans, Louisiana and Orlando, Florida was suspended indefinitely. The Gulfregion has 
gone without any passenger rail service since, and its absence continues to hurt the communities 
once served. 

The Southern Rail Commission is the only multi-state rail compact created by the U.S. Congress, 
and since 1982, the SRC has worked to expand passenger rail service across the South, including 
restoring rail service along the Gulf Coast is consistent with the intent of Congress when they 
created the interstate rail compact in 1982, passed the FAST Act in 2015, and enacted the FY 
201 7 and 2018 appropriations. 
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Senators Thad Cochran and Roger Wicker, as well as others created the Gulf Coast Working 
Group (GCWG) in 2005 to determine a path forward for passenger rail service in the region. 
The group included the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA), Amtrak, the host railroad, the 
SRC, and elected officials and business leaders from the Gulf Coast. The GCWG final report, 
released on July 17, 2017, identified one service option as a daily business train, making two 
round trips a day, between New Orleans, Louisiana to Mobile, Alabama that links Mississippi 

coastal cities. The report identified the operating costs to restore this level of service and 

potential sources of federal funding to cover the projected costs of restoration. The segment that 

would be restored under this proposal would be New Orleans to Mobile. The SRC has been 

working diligently to identify state and local funding sources necessary to secure the federal 
funding to restore this crucial service. 

We are aware of the success of reliable state supported passenger rail in other states, including 
the Downeaster and the Vermont service. The Downeaster in particular has shown how new 
passenger rail service can revitalize local communities and their economies. Since the 
Downeaster service started, the communities along the route have seen a 22% increase in visitors 

and the Downeaster is now an economic catalyst for those communities. The restored Gulf 
Coast passenger rail service would be a similar economic catalyst for the Mississippi 
communities along the Gulf Coast. 

As mentioned, the University of Southern Mississippi has determined that restoring passenger 
rail service along the Gulf Coat would provide tremendous benefits, particularly to those who 

live and work in the region. This restored service will continue the economic recovery of 
communities devastated by Hurricane Katrina, enhance corridor mobility and safety, and allow 

for safer and more efficient hurricane evacuations by providing a daily passenger service that is 
business and tourism friendly. 

The restored passenger rail service along the Gulf Coast would service six cities directly and 
over 30 communities indirectly along the 138-mile route between New Orleans, Louisiana and 
Mobile, Alabama. This service will provide jobs, economic development opportunities, and 
improved connections for residents and additional travel operations for tourists. For these 
reasons we strongly support restoring this service. 

An R&E grant would help facilitate the restoration of passenger rail along the Gulf Coast by 
ensuring the passenger rail service has sufficient time to increase ridership and revenue and 
integrate itself into the fabric of the communities it will serve. Historically, state supported 
passenger trains had 100% of their operating expenses covered by the federal government. An 
R&E grant to offset some of the operating expenses for the Gulf Coast passenger rail would be 
consistent with this historical practice and lower the financial burden initially to operate the train 

while the Southern Rail Commission works with local and private partners to raise ridership and 
revenue. 
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The Mississippi Transportation Commission is committed to providing operating support for 
restoring passenger rail service along the Gulf Coast from the Mississippi Department of 
Transportation's allocation of Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ) improvement 
program dollars or any other available funds. It is our understanding that with a successful R&E 
grant, the projected operating support requested from Mississippi DOT would be $725,000 in the 
first year, $929,333 in the second year, and $1.394 million in the third year for a total not to 
exceed $3.045 million in operating support over three years. We are committed to make those 
CMAQ dollars or any other funds available to match any expenditures of a federal R&E award 
for operating support of the project as referenced above. 

The citizens of the Gulf Coast have dreamed of a day with restored passenger service along the 
Gulf Coast. A successful R&E grant would go a long way toward making that dream a reality. 
Therefore, we humbly request your favorable consideration of this endeavor to provide 
additional economic opportunity to the Gulf by restoring passenger rail service to the Gulf Coast. 

Sincerely, 

Tom King, Southern Transportation Commissioner 

Dick Hall, Central Transportation Commissioner 

Mike Tagert, Northern Transportation Commissioner 

10



Gulf Coast Working Group Report to Congress G8 6





Gulf Coast Working Group Report to Congress G42 7



Gulf Coast Working Group Report to Congress G43 8



Gulf Coast Working Group Report to Congress G44 9





Gulf Coast Working Group Report to Congress G10



Gulf Coast Working Group Report to Congress G11



Gulf Coast Working Group Report to Congress G12



DANE MAXWELL 
MAYOR 

RYAN A. FREDERIC 
CITY ATTORNEY/CITY MANAGER 

FRANK CORDER 
ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER 

February 21, 2018 

Pasca
™EC

•Toula
™ 

MISSISSIPPl's gFLAGSHIP CITY 

603 WATTS AVE.• P.O. DRAWER 908 

PASCAGOULA, MS 39568-0908 • TELEPHONE 228-762-1020 

FAX 228-372-6851 

The Honorable Phil Bryant 
Governor 
State of Mississippi 
P.O. Box 139 
Jackson, MS 39205 

Dear Governor Bryant: 

CITY COUNCIL 

WILLIE C. JONES Councilman, Ward 1 

GEORGE WOLVERTON Councilman, Ward 2 

STEPHEN BURROW Councilman, Ward 3 

MATT PARKER Councilman, Ward 4 
SCOTT TIPTON Councilman, Ward 5 
JENNIFER COLMER Councilwoman at Large 

On behalf of the City Council of the City of Pascagoula, I am writing in support of restoring passenger 
rail service along the Coast, servicing the cities of Biloxi, Pascagoula, Gulfport and Bay St. Louis with 
terminus in New Orleans and Mobile. Eighty-five miles of this route would cross Mississippi, 
providing new jobs, economic development opportunities, improved connections for residents and 
additional travel options for tourists. 

To restore this service, we support the Southern Rail Commission's (SRC) plan to apply for $19.7 
million from the federal Consolidated Rail Infrastructure and Safety Improvements (CRISI) program 
to complete the necessary capital improvements in Mississippi to restore passenger service in the 
region. As part of the federal grant, Mississippi would use $19.7 million in state funds from the BP oil 

spill fund as a match to the federal dollars. Similarly, we support SRC's plan to pursue Restoration 
and Enhancement Grants from the federal government to cover the initial operating costs of the 

passenger rail service once restored. 

Passenger rail service was suspended along the Gulf Coast following Hurricane Katrina in 2005. Since 
then, communities along the Coast have been eager to restore the lost service. As an example, Amtrak, 
in partnership with the SRC, ran an inspection train along the route in February 2016. Thousands of 
residents showed up to show support for restoring service. You were able to join the Coast Mayors for 
the ride and to witness the community's support for this project first-hand. The SRC has been working 
with these communities to identify the infrastructure improvements necessary to restore service and 
the financing necessary to make it happen. 

The federally chartered Gulf Coast Working Group [GCWG], consisting of the Federal Railroad 
Administration (FRA), Amtrak, the SRC, railroad carriers, and State and local governments �valuated 
all options for restoring passenger rail service along the Gulf Coast. The GCWG final report, released 
on July 17, 2017, identified two preferred options. The first option identified was a daily business train 
between New Orleans, Louisiana to Mobile, Alabama that links Mississippi costal cities. The second 
option was as a daily, long-distance route linking New Orleans, Louisiana to Orlando, Florida that 
would run through Mississippi's costal cities. The report identified the capital costs and operating 
costs to restore both services and potential sources of federal funding to cover these costs. 
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The first segment that would be restored would be New Orleans to Mobile. 
Four key capital improvements in Mississippi are needed to implement a viable service. The total cost 
of these improvements is estimated to be $39.43 million, with Mississippi contributing $19.7 million 
of the cost and the other $19. 7 million coming through the federal CRIS I program. With the support 
and leadership of Mississippi's United States Senators Thad Cochran and Roger Wicker, $68 million 
has been appropriated for CRIS I, with a portion of the funds intended to help restore passenger rail 
service to the Gulf region. 

In addition, we support Mississippi purchasing two state of the art train sets to operate the service at a 
cost of $25 million because it's a great economic development opportunity and the purchase would 
facilitate an expeditious restoration of service. One funding option that has been identified to purchase 
the train sets is pursuing a loan from the federal Railroad Rehabilitation and Improvement Financing 
program (RRIF). The cost of paying back the loan over 30 years is projected between $38 and $44 
million. The SRC has inspected the trains and found them to be of high quality and believes they are 
offered for sale at an unusually reasonable price. 

Talgo, the train set's manufacturer, has promised to put a maintenance facility in the state that chooses 
to buy the trains. They will further commit to an assembly plant in the state that purchases the train 
sets when there are further new Talgo orders from the U.S. In addition to the construction jobs created 
by building the maintenance facility, Talgo estimates that 95 jobs will be created and sustained every 
year to maintain the trains and the next order of Talgo trainsets will create 200 manufacturing jobs at 
the new assembly plant. Therefore, by purchasing these train sets, Mississippi could get up to 300 high 
quality jobs and help continue the economic recovery of the Gulf Coast region. 

For these reasons, we write in support of the SRC proposal to secure the financing needed to make the 
necessary capital improvements and purchase trains to restore passenger rail service along 
Mississippi's Gulf Coast. 

Sincerely, 

Dane Maxwell 
Mayor 
City of Pascagoula 
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BOARD OF ALDERMEN 

Donald Frazer - At-Large 
Ronald Robertson - Ward 1 
Bernie Parker - Ward 2 
Kelly Griffin - Ward 3 
Timothy McCaffrey, Jr. - Ward 4 
Mark E .  Lishen - Ward 5 
Patricia Bennett - Ward 6 

May 21, 2018 

The Honorable Elaine L. Chao 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue 
Washington, DC 20590 

GEORGE L. BASS 
MAYOR 

The Honorable Ronald Batory 
Federal Railroad Administration 
1200 New Jersey Avenue 
Washington, DC 20590 

Subject: Support for Southern Rail Commission FYI 7 CRISI, R&E Grants 

Dear Secretary Chao and Administrator Batory: 

CITY CLERK 
TAX COLLECTOR 

Stacey Dahl 

CITY ATTORNEY 
James C. Simpson, Jr. 

In February, the FRA made available funding through the Consolidated Rail Infrastructure and Safety 

Improvements (CRISI) Program and the Restoration and Enhancement Grants (REG) Program. These two 
programs benefit the restoration of Gulf Coast passenger rail service to America's Gulf Coast, suspended since 
Hurricane Katrina in 2005, which included Long Beach. The Southern Rail Commission (SRC) is actively preparing 
the necessary grant applications to access funding through these programs that will support needed infrastructure 
improvements and offset state-level initial operational costs to restore a daily passenger service between Mobile and 
New Orleans. These Federal investments will leverage significant state funding and help create jobs, economic 
development opportunities, improved connections for residents, and additional travel options for tourists. This daily 
passenger rail service will enhance mobility, reduce highway environmental impacts, and allow for safer and more 
efficient hurricane evacuations and response. 

With this letter, I want to express my support for the restoration of passenger service to the Gulf Coast, and to the 
SRC as it seeks funding commitments from Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama for the FYI 7 CRISI and R&G grant 
applications. 

Sincerely, 

George ass 
Mayor, City of Long Beach 

Courtesy Copy to: 

John Robert Smith, Chair, Transportation For America 

1152 15th St NW, Suite 450 

Washington, DC 20005 

201 Jeff Davis• P.O. Box 929 • Long Beach, MS 39560 • (228) 863-1556 • FAX (228) 865-0822 
www.cityoflongbeachms.com 
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