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MEMO – STAKEHOLDER UPDATE 
April 11, 2017 
 
This week, the Southern Rail Commission and Amtrak are attending meetings 
along the Gulf Coast to update stakeholders on progress made over the last 
year, and to share the next steps necessary to bring this service to reality.   
Meetings will be held in Jacksonville, Live Oak and Marianna, Florida (hosted 
by Sen. Bill Nelson’s district staff), Mobile, AL (hosted by Wiley Blankenship, 
CEO of Coastal Alabama Partnership), Gulfport, MS (hosted by Mayor Billy 
Hewes) and New Orleans, LA (hosted by the New Orleans Regional Planning 
Commission and SRC Commissioner John Spain). 
 
In 2015, the Southern Rail Commission contracted with Amtrak for a revenue 
and ridership analysis, complete with proposed service restoration options for 
service on the Gulf Coast (report posted on SRC website.) 
 
Also in 2015, the Fixing America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) Act 
legislation included a provision to create the Gulf Coast Working Group and 
fund, at the Federal level, a comprehensive study and capacity analysis for the 
restoration of intercity passenger rail service between New Orleans, LA and 
Orlando, FL.  The Federal Rail Administration (FRA) is the principal host 
agency of the Working Group, and the SRC is the leading regional member. 
There are more than 30 members of the Working Group, including Federal 
Agencies, State DOTs, station communities, and select appointees from a 
variety of backgrounds.  
 
In February of 2016, in partnership with the Southern Rail Commission, 
Amtrak operated a successful two-day inspection trip over the route between 
New Orleans and Jacksonville. Over the two days, the train was met with a 
significant amount of fanfare from elected officials, the business community 
and general public alike. It is estimated that over the two-day trip, more than 
10,000 Gulf Coast citizens came out to show their support.  
 
Since that time, the Southern Rail Commission, Gulf Coast Working Group and 
Amtrak along with numerous parties from the private sector to public officials 
have continued to work collectively to garner the necessary political support 
across the four states (LA, MS, AL & FL) for the restoration of intercity 
passenger rail service to the Gulf market.  
 



Most recently, Amtrak CEO Wick Moorman sent a letter to the Southern Rail 
Commission expressing his continued support for the restoration of service east of 
New Orleans. Subsequently, the Gulf Coast Working Group concluded their work 
and is preparing the final document for submission to Congress. In parallel with the 
Working Group report, Amtrak has made significant progress, relative to the 
negotiations with the host railroad(s), but has not reached a final conclusion on the 
specific infrastructure elements that will need to be addressed prior to the start of 
service.  
 
In December of 2016, the Southern Rail Commission announced their Station 
Improvement & Rail Safety grant program awards to the successful municipal 
applicants. All four stations in Mississippi (Bay St. Louis, Gulfport, Biloxi and 
Pascagoula) were awarded grant funding. Transportation for America is currently 
working with each of those communities to assist them through the process. 
Amtrak Real Estate and Engineering have been and will continue to provide 
support directly with the communities. Over $2.1 Million in grant funds were 
awarded, with a 100% cash match required from each applicant. In fact, many 
communities are exceeding their match commitment such that the entire program 
will provide for more than $6.6 Million in planning and construction projects.  
 
The new service between New Orleans and Orlando will be part of Amtrak’s long 
distance network. In order for this service to be restored across America’s Gulf 
South, Amtrak’s long distance network must remain fully intact. These trains are 
not only vital to America’s nation-wide transportation network but are also critical 
to so many rural communities that have limited transportation options. Therefore, 
it is important for stakeholders to express their support to their Member of 
Congress and Senators to fully fund Amtrak at the FAST Act authorized levels in 
order to protect the national network, which includes the 15 long distance trains.  
 
Amtrak has enjoyed strong bipartisan support on Capitol Hill over the last several 
years, which has contributed to our ability to grow ridership and revenue to record 
levels over the last decade. However, in order to implement this service capital and 
operating funds will be required. Collectively, we feel confident in the support at 
all levels of government that we have received thus far from elected officials in all 
four states. However, our work is not done. Additional support is needed to secure 
the necessary funds and our best chance is at the grass roots level. We are asking 
each of you now to help push this project over the finish line by contacting your 
elected representatives at the state and Federal level and ask them to get behind 
this project as many of their colleagues have already committed to do.   
 



We are closer to the realization of the return of intercity passenger rail service to 
the Gulf South than we have been since 2005. With support and grass roots efforts 
of stakeholders, we will have an opportunity to inaugurate Amtrak service along 
the Gulf Coast again in the near future.  
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