
LOUISIANA

SHREVEPORT

ALEXANDRIA

LAFAYETTE

BATON
ROUGE

LAKE CHARLES
NEW 

ORLEANS

OBJECTIVES

PRIORITY PROJECTS/PARTNERS

STATE OF PASSENGER RAIL

PARTNERS

The State of Louisiana is currently served by three passenger rail lines, including: 
the City of New Orleans that connects New Orleans and Chicago; the Crescent 
that connects New Orleans to Atlanta and onto New York City; and the Sunset 
Limited that connects New Orleans to Los Angeles. Further opportunities exist 
to establish a regional network of passenger rail service in North Louisiana 
connecting Shreveport to Dallas-Ft. Worth and Meridian, Mississippi.

BATON ROUGE TO NEW ORLEANS

•  As more than $20B in near-term industrial development has been announced 
for the super region, investing in lasting improvements such as passenger rail  
will secure our ability to compete as a super region.  

•  Passenger rail will serve as the spine of a multi-modal network that will provide 
employers access to a much wider, more diverse labor pool, and provide 
workers with vastly increased access to jobs and affordable housing along with 
decreased commuting costs.

•  In early 2014, an updated feasibility study was completed to operate passenger 
rail on existing freight lines.

•  New Louisiana Super Region Rail Authority was established in 2012 and seven 
parishes along rail corridor have made appointments to the Authority.

•  Authority is exploring strategies to fund replacement of the Bonnet Carre 
Spillway Bridge owned by Kansas City Southern.

• Plan to initiate NEPA/EIS study in 2015.

• Local station area planning underway at 3 proposed stops.   

Economic Opportunity: Providing new transportation option to better connect 
two largest cities in LA comprising half of the state’s population.

Economic Opportunity:  Critical evacuation route in the event of natural disasters. 

I-20 CORRIDOR STUDY

•  The East Texas Corridor Council (Amtrak, TXDOT, Union Pacific and local 
governments) completed a feasibility study in 2014 to study passenger rail 
service between Dallas-Ft. Worth and Shreveport.

•  The NW Louisiana Council of Governments is currently studying the 2nd 
segment for this passenger rail service to link Dallas-Fort Worth, Shreveport and 
Vicksburg, Mississippi. This study is funded by the State of Louisiana.

Economic Opportunity: With shrinking regional airport service, threat of losing 
essential air service is a real concern. New rail service creates a life-line to connect 
residents with the international airport in Dallas-Fort Worth. 

  Economic Opportunity: The proposed I-20 Rail Corridor service will connect 
the mega-regions of Dallas-Fort Worth and Atlanta with the economies and 
populations of Northern Louisiana and beyond through connections with Amtrak’s 
Texas Eagle, City of New Orleans and Crescent trains.

Connecting the economic centers 
of Louisiana with other regional 
assets and resources

Baton Rouge to New Orleans

I-20 Corridor Study

Gulf Coast Passenger Rail

• Capital Region Planning Commission

• New Orleans Regional Planning Commission

• Louisiana Super Region Rail Authority

•  Elected officials in New Orleans, Baton Rouge,  
St. Charles, St. James, Jefferson, St. John, Ascension 

• Baton Rouge Area Foundation

• GNO Inc./Baton Rouge Area Chamber

• LA/TX Departments of Transportation

• East Texas Corridor Council

• Northwest Louisiana Council on Governments
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Downtown
Baton Rouge

Terminal would 
be located near
Government St.

which will provide
redevelopment

opportunities and
access to the
Baton Rouge

central business
district.

Terminal would 
be located near

Essen Lane
to provide 

regional access
to the proposed

South Baton Rouge
Medical District.

Terminal would 
be located on

E. Cornerview St.
which is near

Gonzales City Hall
and the community

pool facility. 

Terminal would 
be located 

adjacent to the
US 61 / US 51 
intersection to

provide access to 
this growing suburb

west of New
Orleans.

Terminal would 
be located at the
Louis Armstrong

New Orleans 
International Airport
to provide a direct

connection for
regional air
travelers.

Terminal would 
be located on

Airline Drive in 
close proximity to

several key 
destinations to

serve the largest
parish in the 
New Orleans 
metro area.

Terminal would 
be located in the
existing Amtrak

station on Loyola
Ave. and would

provide connecting
access to streetcars

that lead to the
CBD and to the
French Quarter.

Suburban
Baton Rouge Gonzales LaPlace Suburban Kenner

(Airport)
Je�erson

Parish
New Orleans

Union Terminal
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PROJECT HIGHLIGHT: BATON ROUGE TO NEW ORLEANS

The Southern Rail Commission was created to foster partnerships in support of  
passenger rail between the states of Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabama.

SouthernRailCommission.org

LOUISIANA SUPER REGION RAIL AUTHORITY 

Seven parishes along Rail Corridor have made appointments 
to a new regional Rail Authority representing unprecedented 

regional collaboration. The Authority is unified in their mission 
to implement this critical connector of people, economies and 

institutions. The singular focus enables the Authority to advocate 
continuously to sustain the priority-level status of the rail project 
at the local, regional, state and federal levels. Members include:

$262.4M $6.78M 79 MPH 219,000
Total estimated 
capital costs

Estimated annual 
net operating costs

Estimated 
maximum speed

Projected annual 
ridership


